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T O

HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY,

LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH,

KING or FRANCE axno NAVARRE,

SIRE,

IN’ recounting the numerous bleMngs which have
arifen to mankind from the difcovery of America,
the mind dwells with particular pleafure and grati-
tude upon thofe Charaéters, from whofe hands thefe
bleflings have immediately flowed. That change
in the political face of Europe, that liberality of
fentiment, that enlargement of commercial, milita-
ry and philofophical knowledge, which contraft the
prefent with the fifteenth century, are but fo many
confequences of this great event ; an event which
laid open all parts of the earth to the range of the
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liberal mind. The illuftrious line of your royal
Anceftors have been confpicuous in feizing thofe
advantages and diffufing their happy effeéts. The
great Father of the Houfe of Bourbon will be held
in the higheft veneration, till his favourite political
fyftem fhall be realized among the nations of Eu-
rope, and extended to all mankind. But it was
left to his more glorious Defcendant, to accelerate
the progrefs of fociety, by difregarding the tempo-
rary interefts and local policies of other Monarchs,
reaching the hand of beneficence to another hem.
ifphere, and raifing an infant empire, in a few years,
to a degree of importance, which feveral ages were
fcarcely thought fufficient to produce.

THis is the fublime of humarity, to feel for fu-
ture agesand diftant nations ; to a&t thofe things,
as a Monarch, which another can only contemplate
as a Philofopher, or image in the flights of poetry.
America acknowledges her obligations to the Guar-
dian of her rights ; mankind, who {urvey your can-
dudt, and pofterity, for whom you aé&, will fee that
the tribute of gratitude is paid.

Ir to patronize the Arts can add to the praife of
thefe more glorious ations, your Majefty’s fame
in this refpect will be ever facred ; as there are none,
who can feel the fubje@ fo ftrongly as thofe who
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are the particular objeéts of your royal condeicen-
fion.

Tt following work, which may be confidered
in part, as the offspring of thofe refle€tions which
your Majefty’s condu& has taught me to make,
poffeffes one advantage {carcely to be expeled ina
Poem written in a foreign language.  Your Majei-
ty's permifiion, that the unfortunate Columbus
may once more enjoy the protection ef a royal ben-
efaltor, has added a new obligation to thofe I be-
fore felt—in common with a grateful country. Itis
the policy of wife Princes to encourage the liberal
arts among their fubje&ts; and, as the human race
are the objects of your extended adiminiftration,
they may all in fome meafure claim the privilege
of I-Ubjt'tl'}‘:, in feeking your Iiterary as well as po-
litical protection.

Witn the deepeft fenfe of your Majelty’s roval
munificence to my country, and gracious condefcen-
fion to myfelf, I have the henour to be,

Sir:z,
YOUR MAJESTYs
Meft humble and
Moft devoted Servant,

Jorr Barrow,
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INTRODUCTION.

EVERY circumftance relating to the difcovery
and fettlement of America, is an interefting object of
enquiry. Yet it is prefumed, from the prefent ftate
of literature in this country, that many perfons, who
might be entertained with an American production of
this kind, are but flightly acquainted with the life
and character of that great man, whofe extraordinary
genius led him to the difcovery of the continent, and
whofe fingular fufferings ought to excite the indigna-
tion of the world.

Tue Spanifh hiftorians, who treat of the difcovery
and fettlement of South- America, are very little known
in the United States ; and Doctor Robertfon’s hifto-
ry of that country, which, as is ufual in the works of
that judicious writer, contains all that is valuable on
the fubject, is not yet reprinted in America, and
therefore cannot be fuppofed to be in the hands of
American readers in general : and perhaps no other
writer in the Englifh language has given a fufficient
account of the life of Columbus to enable them to un-
derftand many of the neceflary allufions in the fol-
lowing Poem.

CuristorHer CoLumBus was born in the repub-
lic of Genoa about the year 1447; at a time when
the navigation of Europe was fcarcely extended be-
yond the limits of the Mediterranean. The mari-
ner’s compafs had been invented and in common ufe
for more than a century; yet with the help of this
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fure guide, prompted by the moft ardent fpirit of
difcovery, and encouraged by the patronage of prin-
ces, the mariners of thofe days rarely ventured from
the fight of land. They acquired great applaufe by
failing along the coaft of Africaand difcovering fome
of the neighbouring iflands; and after pufthing their
refearches with the greateft induftry and perfeverancé
for more than halfa century, the Portuguefe, who were
the moft fortunate and cuterprifing, extended their
difcoveries fouthward no farther than the equator.

Tue rich commodities of the Eaft had for feveral
ages been brought into Europe by the way of the Red
Sea and the Mediterranean ; and it had now become
the object cf the Portuguele to find a paffage to In-
dia, by failing round the {outhern extremity of Africa
and then takin an eaftern courfe. This great object
engaged the general attention of mankind, and drew
into the Portuguele fervice adventurers from every
maritisme nation in Furope. Every year added to
their experience in navigation and feemed to promife
a reward to their induthy.  The profpect however of
arriving at the Indies was extremely diftant; fifty years
perfeverance in the fame track, had brought them only
to the equator, and it was probable thatas many more
would elapfe before they could accomplifh their pur-
pefe.  But Columbus, by an uncommen exertion of
genius, formed a defign no lefs aftonifhing to the age
in which he lived, than beneficial to pofterity. This
defign was to fail to India by taking a weftern direc-
tion. By the accountsof travellers who had vifited
India, that country feemed almoft without Jimits on
the eaft; and by attending to the {pherical figure of
the earth, Columbus drew this conclufion, thatthe At-
lantic ocean muft be bounded on the welt either by
India itfelf, or by fome great continent not far diftant
from it.
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T u1s extraordinary man, who was now about twen-
ty -feven years of age, appears to have united in his
charaéter every trait, and to have pofiefled every tal-
lant, requifite to form and execute the greateft enter-
prizes. He was early educated inall the ufeful fci-
ences that were taught in that day. Fe had made
great proficiency in geography, aftronomy and (raw-
ing, as they weré neceffary to his favourite purfuit of
navigation. He had now been a number of years in
the fervice of the Portuguele, and had acquired all the
experience that their voyages and difcoveries could
aftord. His courage and perfeverance had been put
to the feverelt teft, and the exercife of every amiable
and heroic virtue rendered him univerfally known and
refpeCted. He had married a Portugucfe lady by
whom he had two fons, Diego and Fardinand ; the
younger of whom is the hiflorian of his life.

Such was the fituation of Columbus, when he form~
ed and thoroughly digefted a plan, which, in its op-
eration and confequences, unfoided to the view of
mankind one half of the globe, diffufed wealth and
dignity over the other, and extended commerce and
civilization through the whole. To corroborate the
theory which he had formed of the exiftence of a wel-
tern continent, his defcerning mind, which always
knew the application of every circumftance that fell
in his way, had obferved feveral faéts which by others
would have paffed unnoticed. In his voyages to the
African iflands he had found, floating afthore after a
long weftern ftorm, pieces of wood carved in a curi-
ous manner, canesof a fize unknown in that quarter
of the world, and human bodies with very fingular
features. Fully confirmied in the opinion that a con-
fiderable portion of the earth was ftill undifcovered,
his genius was too vigorous and perfevering to {uffer
an 1dea of this importance to reft merely in fpeculi-
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tion, as it had done in the minds of Plato and Seneca,
who appear to have had conjetures of a fimilar na-
ture. He determined therefore to bring his favourite
theory to the teft of actual expeiiment. But an ob-
ject of that magnitude required the patronage of a
Prince ; and a defign fo extraordinary met with all
the obftructions, delays and difappointments, which
an age of {uperftition could invent, and which perfonal
jealoufy and malice could magnify and encourage.
Happily for mankind, in this inftance, a genius, ca-
pable of devifing the greateft undertakings, affociat-
ed in itfelf a degree of patience and enterprize, mo-
defty and confidence, which rendered him fuperior,
not only to thefe misfortunes, but to all the future ca-
lamities of his life.  Prompted by the moft ardent
enthufiafim to be the difcoverer of new continents, and
fully fenfible of the advantages that would refult to
mankind from fuch difcoveries, he had the mortifica-
tion to wafte away eighteen years of his life, after his
fyftem was well eftablithed in his own mind, before
he could obtain the means of executing his defigns.
The greateit part of this period was fpent in fucceflive
and fruitlefs folicitations, at Genoa, Portugal and
Spain. Asaduty to his native country, he made his
firft propofal to the Senate of Genoa; where it was
foon rejected.  Confcious of the truth of his theory,
and of his own abilities to execute his defign, he re-
tired without dejection from a body of men who were
incapable of forming any juft ideas upon the fubjeét ;
and applied with freth confidence to John the fecond,
King of Portugal, who had diftinguithed himfelf as
the great patron of navigation, and in whofe fervice
Columbus had acquired a reputation which entitled
him and his project to general confidence and appro-
bation. But here he {uffered an infult much greater
than a direct refufal. After referring the examina-
tion of his {cheme to the council who had the direc-
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tion of naval affairs, and drawing from him his gen-
eral ideas of the length of the voyage and the courfe
he meant to take, that great monarch had the mean-
nefs to confpire with this council to rob Columbus of
the glory and advantage he expected to derive from
his undertaking. While Columbus was amufed with
this negotiation, in hopes of having his fcheme adopt-
ed and patronized, a veffel was fecretly difpatched,
by order of the king, to make the intended difcovery.
Want of {kill and perfeverance in the pilot rendered
the plot unfuccefsful ; and Columbus, on difcovering
the treachery, retired with an ingenuous indignation
from a court capable of fuch duplicity.

Havixe now performed what was due to the coun-
try that gave him birth and to the one that had a-
dopted him as a {ubject, he was at liberty to court the
patronage of any prince who thould have the wifdom
and juftice to accept his propofals. He had com-
municated his ideas to his brother Bartholomew, whom
he fent to England to negotiate with Henry feventh ;
at the fame time that he went himfelf into Spain to
apply in perfon to Fardinand and Ifabella, who go-
verned the united kingdoms of Aragon and Caftile.
The circumflances of his brother’s application in Eng-
land, which appears to have been unfuccefsful, is not
to my purpofe to relate; and the limits prefcribed to
this introduction will prevent the detail of all the par-
ticulars relating to his own negociation in Spain.  In
this negociation Columbus fpent eight years, in the
various agitations of fufpence, expeétation and difap-
pointment ; till, at length his fcheme was adopted by
Ifabella, who undertook, as Queen of Caftile, to de-
ftroy the expences of the expeditien; and declared
herfelf, ever after, the friend and patron of the hero
who projected it.
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Corumsus, who, during all his i1l fuccefs in the ne-
gotiation, never abated any thing of the honours and
emoluments which he expected to acquire in the ex-
pedition, obtained from Fardinand and Ifabella a full
ftipulation of every article contained in his firft pro-
polals. He was conftituted high Admiral and Vice-
roy of all the Seas, Iflands and Continents which he
fhould difcover ; with power to receive one tenth
of the profits arifing from their productions and com-
merce. Thele (}f’nccs and emoluments were to be
hereditary in his family. -

Tuzsz articles being adjufted, the preparations for
the voyagze were brought forward with rapidity ; but
they were by no means adequate to the importance of
the expedition. Three fmall veflels, fcarcely fuffici-
ent in fize to be employed in the coafting bufinefs,
were appointed to traverfe the vaft Atanuc; and to
encounter the ftorms and currents that might be ex-

ected in {o lengthy a voyage, through diftant and un-
}Znown feas. Thefe vd{d‘ as nnLht be expedted in
the infancy of navigation, were ill conftruéted, in a
poor condition, and manned by feamen unaccuftomed
to diftant voyages. But the tedious length of time
which Columbus had fpent in folicitation and fuf-
pence, and the profpect of being able foon, to obtain
the objet of his wifkes, induced him to overlook
what he could not eafily remedy, and led him to dil-
regard thofe circumftances which would have intimid-
ated any other mind. He accordingly equiped his
fmall fquadron with as much expedition as pofiible,
manned with ninety men and victualled for one year.
With thefe, on the 3d of Auguft 1492, amidit a vaft
croud of anxious {pefators, he fet fail on an enter-
prize, which, 1f we confider the ill condition of his
thips, the inexperience of his failors, the length and
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uncertainty of his voyage, and the confequences that
Howed from i1t, was the moft daring and important
that ever was undertaken. He touched at fome of
the Portuguefe fettlements in the Canary Ifles ; where,
although he had had but a few days run, he found his
veflels needed refitting.  He foon made the neceffary
repairs, and took his departure from the weftermoft
Iflands that had hitherto been difcovered. Here he
left the former track of navigation and feered his
courfe due weft.

NoT many days after he had been at {ea, he began to
experience a new fcene of difficulty. The failors
now began to contemplate the dangers and uncertain
iffue of a voyage, the nature and length of which was
left entirely open to conjeture.  Befides the fickle-
nefs and timidity natural to men unaccuftomed to the
difcipline of a feafaring life, feveral circumftances
contributed to infpire an ‘obftinate and mutinous difpo-
fition, which required the moft confummate art as
well as fortitude in the admiral tocontroul. Having
been three weeks at {ea, and experienced the uniform
courfe of the trade winds, which always blow in a weft-
ern diretion, they contended that, fhould they con-
tinue the fame courfe for a longer period, the fame
winds would never permit them to return to Spain.
The magnetic needle began to vary its direttion.
This bcmrr the firft time that phenomenon was ever
d;['covcred, it was viewed by the failors with aftonifh-
ment, and confidered as an indication that nature it-
felf had changed her courle, and that Providence was
determined to pumﬂl theiraudacity, in venturing fo far
beyond the ordinary bounds of man. They declared
that the commands of their fovereign had been fully
obeyed, in their proceeding fo many days in the fame
direétion, and fo far furpafling the attempts of all for-
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mer navigators, in queft of new difcoveries. Every
talent, requifite for governing, foothing and temper-
ing the paffions of men, is conlpicuous in the conduét
of Columbus on this occafion.  The dignity and  af-
fability of his manners, his furprifing knowledge and
experience in naval affairs, his unwearied and minute
attention to the duties of his command gave him a
complete afcendant over the minds of his men, and
infpired that degree of confidence which would have
maintained his authority in almoft any poffible cir-
cumftances. But here, from the nature of the under-
taking, every man had leifure to feed his imagination
with all the gloominefs and uncertainty of the prof-
pect.  They found, every day, that the fame fteady
gales carried them with great rapidity from their na-
tive country, and indeed from all countries of which
they had any knowledge. ~ Notwithftanding all the
variety of management with which Columbus addreffed
himfelf to their paffions, fometimes by foothing them
with the prognoftics of difcovering land, fometimes
by flattering their ambition and feafting their avarice
with the glory and wealth they would acquire from
difcovering thofe rich countries beyond the Atlantic,
and fometimes by threatening them with the difplea-
fure of their fovereign, thould their timidity and dif-
obedience defeat fo great an obje&, their uneafinefs
ftill increafed.  From fecret whifperings, it arofe to o-
pen mutiny and dangerous confpiracy. At length
they determined to rid themfelves of the remonftran-
ces of Columbus, by throwing him into the fea. The
infection fpread from fhip to fhip, and involved Offi-
cers as well as common failors. They finally loft all
fenfe of tubordination, and addreffed their command-
erinan infolent manner, demanding to be conduéted
immediately back to Spain; or, they affured him, they
would feek their own fafety by taking away his life.
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Columbus, whofe fagacity and penetration had dif-
covered every fymptom of the diforder, was prepared
for this laft ftage of it, and was fufficiently apprized of
the danger thatawaited him. He found it vain to con-
tend with paffions he could no longer controul.  He
therefore propofed that they fhould obey his orders for
three days longer; and, fhould they not difcover
land in that time, he would then dire& his courfe for
Spain. They complied with his propofal ; and, hap-
pily formankind, in three days they difcovered Land.
This was a {mall Ifland, to which Columbus gave the
name of San Salvador. Their firft interview with the
natives was a fcene of amufement and compaflion
on the one part, and of aftonifhment and adoraticn
on the other. The natives were entirely naked, fim-
ple and timorous, and they viewed the Spaniards as a
fuperior order of beings, defcended from the Sun,
which, in that Ifland and in moft partsof America, was
worfhiped as a Deity. By this it was eafy for Colum-
bus to perceive the line of condut proper to be ob-
ferved toward that fimple and inoffenfive people.
Had his companions and fucceffors, of the Spanith na-
tion pofleflfed the wifdom and humanity ofthar great
difcoverer, the benevolent mind would feel no fenfa-
tions, of regret, in contemplating the extenfive advan-
tages arifing to mankind from the difcovery of A-
merica.

I~ this voyage, Columbus difcovered the I{lands of
Cuba and Hifpaniola ; on the latter of which, he ereét-
ed a fmall fort, and having lefta garrifon of thirty-
eight men, under the command of an Officer by the
name of Arada, he fet fail for Spain. Returning a-
crofs the Atlantic, he was overtaken by a violent
ftorm, which lafted feveral days and increafed to fuch
adegree, as baffled all his naval {kill and threatened
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immediate deftruion. In this fituation, when all
were in a ftate of defpair, and it was expected that ev-
ery fea would fwallow up the crazy veffel, he manifeft-
ed a ferenity and prefence of mind, perhaps never e-
qualled in cafes of like extremity. Fle wrote a fhort
account of his voyage and of the difcoveries he had
made, wrapped it in an oiled cloth, enclofed it in a
cake of wax, put it into an empty cafk and threw it o-
verboard ; in hopes that fome accident might pre-
ferve a depoiit of fo much importance to the world.

Tue ftorm however abated, and he at length ar-
rived in Spain ; after having been driven by ftrefs of
weather into the Port of Lifbon, where he had oppor-
tunity in an interview with the King of Portugal, to
prove the truth of his fyftem by arguments more con-
vincing than thofe he had before advanced, in the
character of an humble and unfuccefsful fuitor. He
was received every where in Spain with Royal hon-
ours, his family was ennobled, and his former ftipula-
tion refpecting his offices and emoluments was ratifi-
ed in the moft folemn manner, by Fardinand and Ifa-
bella; while all Europe refounded his praifes and re-
ciprocated their joy and congratulations on the difcov-
ery of a new world,

Tur immediate confequence of this was a fecond
voyage ; in which Columbus took charge of a fquad-
ron of feventeen Ships of confiderable burthen.  Vo-
lunteers-of all ranks and conditions folicited to be
employed in this expedition. He carried over fif-
teen hundred perfons, together with all the neceffa-
ries for eftablithing a Colony and extending his dif-
coveries. In this veyage he explored moft of the
Welt-India Iflands ; but, on his arrival at Hifpaniola,
he found the garrifon he had left there had been total-
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ly deftroyed by the natives, and the fort demolifhed.
He however proceeded in the planting of his colo-
ny ; and; by his prudent and humane conduét towards
the natives, he effeCtually eftablifhed the Spanifh au-
thority in that Ifland. Burt while he was thus laying
the foundation of their future grandeur in South A-
merica, fome difcontented perfons; who had returned
from the colony to Spain, together with his former
enemies in that Kingdom, confpired to accomplith
his ruin.

Taey reprefented his condut in fuch a light at
court, as to create uneafinefs and diftruft in the jeal-
ous mind of Fardinand, and made it neceflary for Co-
lumbus again to return to Spain, in order to counter-
act their machinarions, and to obtain fuch farther {up-
plies as were neceflary to his great political and be-
nevolent purpofes. On his arriving at court, and
ftating with his ufual dignity and confidence the
whole hiftory of his tranfattions abroad, every thing
wore a favourable appearance. He was received with
ufual honours, and again folicited to take charge of
another fquadron, to carry out farther fupplies, to
purfue his difcoveries; and in every refpet to ufe his
difcretion in extending the Spanith Empire in the new
World. 1n this third voyage he difcovered the Con-
tinent of America at the mouth of the river Oronoque.
He rectified many diforders in his government of Hi-
fpaniola which had happened in his abfence ; and ev-
ery thing was going on in a profperous train, when an
event was announced to him, which completed his
own ruin, and gave a fatal turn to the Spanifh policy
and conduct in America. This was the arrival of
Francis de Bovadilla, with a commiffion to fupercede
Columbus in his government; and with power to ar-
raign him as a criminal, and to judge of his former
adminiftration,
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It feems that by this time the enemies of Columbus;
defpairing to complete his overthrow by groundlefs
infinuations of mal-condué, had taken the more ef-
fectual method of exciting the jealoufy of their Sove-
reigns. From the promifing {amples of Gold and oth-
er valuable commodities brought from America, they
took occafion to reprefent to the King and Queen, that
the prodigious wealth and extent of the countries he
had difcovered would foon throw fuch power into the
hands of the Viceroy, that he would trample on the
Royal Authority and bid defiance to the Spanifh pow-
er. Thefe arguments were well calculated for the
cold and fufpicious temper of Fardinand, and they
muft have had fome effet upon the mind of l{abella.
The confequence was the appointment of Bavadilla,
who had Leen the inveterate enemy of Columbus; to
take the government from his hands.  This firft tyrant
of the Spanifh nation in America began his admini-
ftration by ordering Columbus to be put in chains on
board a fhip, and fending him prifoner to Spain. By
relaxing all difcipline he introduced diforder and licen-
cioufnefs throughout the colony. He fubjected the
unhappy natives toamoft miferable fervitude, and ap-
portioned them outin large numbers among his adhe-
rents. Under this fevere treatment perifhed in a fhort
time many thoufands of thofe innocent people.

CorumBus was carried in his fetters to the Spanith
court, where the Kingand Queen cither feigned or
felt a fufficient regret at the conduét of Bovadilla to-
wards this illuftrious prifoner. He was not only re-
leafed from confinement, but treated with all imagin-
able refpect. But, although the king endeavoured to
expiate the offence by cenfuring and recalling Bova-
dilla, yet we may judge of his fincerity from his ap-
pointing Nicholas de Ovando, -another bitter enem
of Columbus, to fucceed in the government, and from
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his ever after refufing to reinftate Columbus, orto ful-
fil any of the conditions on which the difcoveries
were undertaken.  After two years folicitation for this
or fome other employment, he at lengrh obtained a
{quadron of four fmall veflels to attempt new difcove-
ries. He now fet out, with the ardour and enthufiafm
of a young adventurer, in queft of what was always
his favourite objeé, a paffage into the South Sea, by
which he might fail to India. He touched at Hifpan-
iola, where Ovando, the governor, refufed himadmit-
tance an fhore even to take thelter duringa hurricane,
the prognoftics of which his experience had taught

him to difcern. By putting into a fmall creek, “he

rode out the ftorm, and then bore away for the conti-
nent. Several months, in the moft boifterous feafon
of the year, he fpent in exploring the coaft round the
gulph of Mexico, in hopes of finding the intended
navigation to India. At length he was fhipwrecked,

and driven afthore on the Ifland of Jamaica.

His cup of calamities feemed now completely full.
He was caft upon an ifland of favages, without pro-
vifions, without any veilel, and thirty leagues from
any Spanifh fettlement. But the greateft providen-
tial misfortunes are capable of being imbittered by
the infults of our fellow creatures. A few of his
hardy companions generoufly offered, in two Indian
canoes, to attempt a voyage to Hifpaniola, in hopes
of obtaining a veflel for the relief of the unhappy
crew. After fuffering every extremity of danger and
hardfhip, they arrived at the Spanifh coleny in ten
days. Ovando, through perfonal malice and jeal-
oufy of Columbus, after having detained thefe mef-
fengers eight manths, difpatched a veflel to Jamaica,
in order to fpy out the condition of Columbus and
his crew ; with pofitive inftruftions to the Captain
not to afford them any relief. This order was
pun&ually executed, The Captain approached the
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thore, delivered a letter of empty compliment from
Ovando to the Admiral, received his anfwer and re-
turned. About four monihs afterwards a veffel came
to their relief; and Columbus, worn out with fatigues
and broken with misfortunes, returned for the laft
time to Spain. Here a new diftrefs awaited him,
which he confidered as one of the greateft he had fuf-
fered, in his whole life. This was the death of Queen
Ifabella, his laft and greateft friend.

He did not fuddenly abandon himfeif to defpair.
He called upon the gratitude and juftice of the King ;
and, in terms of dignity, demanded the fulfilment of
his former contra&t. Notwithftanding his age and
infirmities, he even folicited to be farther employed
in extending the cateer of difcovery, without a prof-
pect of any other reward but the confcioufnefs of doing
good to mankind. But Fardinand, cold, ungrateful
and timid, dared not to comply with a fingle propo-
fal of this kind, left he fhould encreafe his own obli-
gations to a man, whofe fervices he thought it danger-
ous to reward. He therefore delayed and avoided any
decifion on thefe fubjects, in hopes that the declining
health of Columbus would foon rid the court of the
remonftrances of a man, whofe extraordinary merit
was, in their opinion, a fufficient occafion of deftroy-
ing him. In this they were not difappointed. Co-
lumbus languifhed a fhort time, and gladly refigned a
life, which had been worn out in the moft effential
fervices perhaps that were ever rendered, by any hu-
man character, to an ungrateful world.

SomeTiME in this gioomy interval, before his death,
the Vifion 1s fuppofed to have been prefented to him ;
in order to {atisfy his benevolent mind, by unfolding
to min the importance of his difcoveries, in their ex-
tenfive influence upon the intereflt and happinefs of
mankind, in the progrefs of focictv.
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INTRODUCT ION. XX%1

Tue Author has indulged a fmall anachronifm in
the opening of the Poem, for the fake of grouping
the misfortunes of the hero; as the time of lis actu-
al imprifonment was previous to his laft voyage and
to the death of Ifabella.

Tue Author, at firft, formed an idea of attempting
a regular Epic Poem, on the difcovery of America.
But on examining the nature of that event, he found
that the moft briliiant fubjeéts incident to fuch a plan
would arife from the confequences of the difcovery,
and muft be reprefented in vifion. Indeed to have
made it a patriotic Poem, by extending the fubject to
the fettlement and revolutions of North Awerica and
their probable effeét upon the future progrefs of {oci-
ety at large, would have protraéted the vifion to fuch
a degree as to render it difproportionate to the reft
of the work. To avoid an abfurdity of this kind,
which he fuppofed the critics would not pardon, he
rejeted the idea of aregular Epic forin, and has con-
fined his plan to the train of events whichmight be re-
prefented to the hero in vifion. This form he con-
fiders as the belt that the nature of the fubject would
admit; and the regularity of the parts will appear by
obferving, tnat there is a fingle poetical defign con-
ftantly kept in view, which is to gratify and footh the
defponding mind of the hero: It being the greateft
poffible reward of his fervices, and the only one that
his fitvation would permit him to enjoy, to convince
him that his labours had not been beftowed in vain,
and that he was the author of fuch exienfive happinefs
to the human race.



AR G U . M E N L

Condition and foliloquy of Columbus.  Appearance and
Jpeech of the Angel.  They afcend the Mount of Vifion.
Continent of Americadraws intoview, and is deferibed
by the mountains, rivers, lakes, [oil, temperature and
Jome cf the natural productions.

Tue VISION or COL U MBS,

BOOK L

LONG had the Sage, the firft who dared to brave
The unknown dangers of the weftern wave,
'Who taught mankind where future empires lay
In thefe fair confines of defcending day,
With cares o’erwhelm’d, in lif=’s diftrefling gloom,
Wifh’d from a thanklefs world a peaceful tomb ;
While kings and nations, envious of his name,
Enjoy’d his toils and triumph’d o’er his fame,
And gave the chief, from promifed empire hurl’d,
Chains for a crown, a prifon for a world.
Now night and filence held their lonely reign,
The half-orb’d moon declining to the main ;
Defcending clouds, o’er varying ether driven,
Obfcured the ftars and fhut the eye from heaven;
Cold mifts through opening grates the cell invade,
And deathlike terrors haunt the midnight fhade ;
When from a vifionary, fhort repofe,
That raifed new cares and temper’d kecner woes,
Columbus woke, and to the walls addrefs’d
The deep-felt forrows of his manly breaft.

D
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Here lies the purchafe, here the wretched fpoil,
Of painful years and perfevering toil :

For thefe dread walks, this hideous haunt of pain,

I traced new regions o’er the pathlefs main,

Dared all the dangers of the dreary wave,

Hung o’er its clefts and topp’d the furging grave,

Saw billowy feas, in (welling mountains roll,

And burfting thunders rock the reddening pole,

Death rear his front in every dreadful form,

Gape from beneath and blacken in the ftorm ;

Till, toft far onward to the {kirts of day,

Where milder funs difpens’d a {miling ray,

Through brighter fkies my happier fails defery’d

The golden banks that bound the weftern tide,

And gavethe admiring world that bounteous fhore

Their wealth to nations and to kings their power.
Oh land of tranfport! dear, delufive coaft,

To thefe fond, aged eyes forever loft !

No more thy gladdening vales I travel o’er,

For me thy mountains rear the head no more,

For me thy rocks no fparkling gems unfold,

Or ftreams luxuriant wear their paths in gold ;

From realms of promifed peace forever borne;

I hail dread anguifh, and in {ecret mourn.

But dangers paft, fair climes explored in vain,
And foes triumphant thew but half my pain.
Diffembling friends, each earlier joy who gave,
And fired my youth the ftorms of fate to brave,
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Swarm’d in the funfhine of my happier days,
Purfued the fortune and partook the praife,
Bore in my doubtful caufe a twofold part,

The garb of friendfhip and the viper’s heart,
Pafs my loath’d cell with fmiles of four difdain,
Infult my woes and triumph in my pain.

One gentle guardian Heaven indulgent gave,
And now that guardian flumbers in the grave.
Hear from above, thou dear departed fhade,

As once my joys, my prefent forrows aid,
Burft my full heart, afford that laft relief,
Breathe back my fighs and reinfpire my grief;
Still in my fight thy royal form appears,
Reproves my filence and demands my tears.
On that bleft hour my foul delights to dwell,
When thy prote&tion bade the canvafs fwell,
When kings and courtiers found their fa@ions vain,
Blind Superftition fhrunk beneath her chain,
The fun’s glad beam led on the circling way,
And ifles rofe beauteous in the weftern day.
But o’er thofe filvery (hores, that fair domain,
What crouds of tyrants fix their horrid reign !
Again fair Freedom feeks her kindred fkies,
Truth leaves the world, and Ifabella dies.

Oh, lend thy friendly fhroud to veil my fight,
That thefe pain’d eyes may dread no more the light,
Thefe welcome fhades conclude my inftant doom,
And this drear manfion moulder to a tomb.
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Thusmourn’d the haplefs chief; a thundering found
Roll'd round the fhuddering walls and fhook the
O’erall the dome, where fclemn arches bend, [ground;
The roofs unfold and ftreams of light defcend ;

The growing fplendor fill’d the aftonifh’d room,
And gales etherial breathed a glad perfume ;

Mild in the mid(t a radiant feraph fhone,

Robed in the veftments of the rifing fun ;

Tall rofe his ftature, youth’s primeval grace
Moved o’er his limbs and brighten’d in his face,
His clofing wings, in golden plumage dreft,

With gentle fweep came folding o’er his breaft,
His locks in rolling ringlets glittering hung,

And founds melodious moved his heavenly tongue.

Rife, trembling Chief, to fcenes of rapture, rife,
This voice awaits thee from the approving fkies;
Thy juft complaints, in heavenly audience known,
Call mild compaffion from the indulgent throne ;
Let grief no more awake the piteous ftrain,

Nor think thy piety or toils are vain,

Tho’ faithlefs men thy injured worth defpife,
Deprefs all virtue and infult the fkies,

Yet look thro’ nature, Heaven’sown conduét trace,
What power divine fuftains the unthankful race !
From that great Scurce, that life-infpiring Soul,
Suns drew their light and fyftems learn’d to roll,
Time walk’d the filent round, and life began,
And God’s fair image ftamp’d the mind of man.
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Down the long vale, where rolling years de {cend,
To thy own days, behold his care extend ;

From oae eternal Spring, what love proceeds !
Smiles in the feraph, in the Saviour bleeds,

Shines through all worlds, that fill the bounds of fpace,
And lives immortal in thy favour’d race.

Yet no return the almighty Power can know,

From earth to heaven no juft reward can flow,

Men {pread their wants, the all-bounteous hand fup-
And gives the joys that mortals dare defpife. [plies,
In thefe dark vales where blinded faction {fways,
Wealth pride and conqueft claim the palm of praife,
Aw’d into flaves, whiie groping millions groan,
And blocd-ftain’d fteps lead upwards to a throne.

Far other wreaths thy virtuous temples claim,
Far nobler honours build thy facred name,

Thine be the joys the immortal mind that grace
Pleas’d with the toils, that blefs thy kindred race.
Now raife thy ravifh’d foul to fcenes more bright,
The glorious fruits afcending on thy fight ;

For, wing’d with {peed, from brighter worlds I came,
To footh thy grief and thow thy diftant fame.

As that great Seer, whofe animating rod
Taught Ifrael’s fons the wonder-working God,
Who led, thro’ dreary waftes, the murmuring band
To the fair confines of the promifed land,
Opprefs’d with years, from Pifgah’s beauteous height,
O’er boundlefs regions caft the raptured fight ;
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The joys of unborn nations warm’d his breaft,
Repaid his toils and footh’d his foul to reft;
Thus, o’er thy fubje&t wave, fhalt thou behold
Far happier realms their future charms unfold,
In nobler pomp another Pifgah rife,

Beneath whole foot thine own Canian lies;
‘There, rapt in vifion, hail the diftant clime,
And tafte the bleflings of remoteft time.

The Seraph fpoke ; and now before them lay
(The doors unbarr’d) a fteep afcending way,
That, through difparting fhades, arofe on high,
Reach’d o’er the hills and lengthen’d up the fky,
Oped a fair fummit, graced with rifing flowers,
Sweet odours breathing through celeftial bowers,
O’er proud Hifpanian fpires, it locks fublime,
Subjets the Alps and levels all the clime.

Led by the Power, the hero gain’d the height,

A touch from heaven fublimed his mortal fight,
‘And, calm beneath them, flow’d the weftern main,
Far ftretch’d, immenfe, a fky-encircled plain ;

No fil, no ifle, no cloud invefts the bound,

Nor biilowy furge difturbs the unvaried round ;
Till, deep in diftant heavens, the fun’s dim ray
Topp'd unknown cliffs and call’d them up to day;
Slow glimmering into fight wide regions drew,
And rofe and brighten’d on the expanding view ;
Fair fwecp the waves, the leflening ocean fmiles,
And breathes the fragrance of a thoufand ifles;
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Near and more near the long-drawn coafts arife,
Bays ftretch their arms and mountains lift the fkies,
The lakes, unfolding, point the ftreams their way,
‘The plains the hills their lengthening fkirts difplay,
The vales draw forth, high walk the approaching
And all the majefly of nature moves. groves,
O’er the wiid climes lis eyes delighted rove,
Where lands extend and glittering waters move ;
He faw through central realms, the winding fhore
Spread the deep gulph, his fail had traced before,
The rocky ifthmus meet the raging tide,
Join diitant lands and neighbouring feas divide,
On either fide the fhores unbounded bend,
Pufh wide their waves and to the poles afcend ;
While two fair continents united rife,
Broad as the main and lengihen’d with the ficies.
Such views around them fpread, when thus the Guide,
Here bounteous earth difplays her nobleft pride,
Ages unborn fhall blefs the happy day,
When thy bold ftreamers fteer’d the tracklefs way,
O’er thele delightful realms thy fons fhall tread,
And following millions trace the path you led.
Behold yon ifles, where firft the flag, unfuil’d,
Waved peaceful triumph o’er the nevfound world,
Where, aw’d to filence, favage bands gave place,
And hail’d with joy the fun-defcended race.
See there the banks that pureft waters lave,
Swift Oronoque rolls back the ccean’s wave,



