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Thine the dread tafk, O Cortez, here to thow
What unknown crimes can heighten human woe,
On thefe fair fields the blood of realms to pour,
Tread {ceptres down and print thy fteps in gore,
With gold and carnage {well thy fatelefs mind,
And live and die the blackeft of mankind,

Now fee, from yon fair ifle, his murdering band
Stream o’er the wave and mount the fated ftrand ;
On the wild fhore behold his fortrefs rife,

The fleet in flames afcends the darken’d fkies.
The march begins ; the nations, from afar,
Quake in his fight, and wage the fruitlefs war;
O’er the rich provinces he bends his way,

Kings in his chain, and kingdoms for his prey ;
While, robed in peace, great Montezuma ftands,
And crowns and treafures {parkle in his hands,
Proffers the empire, yields the fceptred {way,
Bids vaffal’d millions tremble and obey ;

And plies the victor, with inceflant prayer,
Thro’ ravaged realms the harmief(s race to fpare.
But prayers and tears and fceptres plead in vain,
Nor threats can move him, nor a world reftrain;
While bleft religion’s proftituted name,

And monkifh fury guides the facred flame :
O’er fanes and altars, fires unhallow’d bend,
Climb o’er the walls and up the towers afcend,
Pour, round the lowering {kies, the fmoky flood,

And whelm the fields, and quench their rage in blood.
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The hero heard ; and, with a heaving figh,
Dropp’d the full tear that ftarted in his eye,
Oh haplefs day ! his trembling voice reply’d,
That faw my wandering {treamer mount the tide !
Oh ! had the lamp of heaven, to that bold fail,
Ne’er mark’d the paflage nor awaked the gale,
Taught eaftern worlds thefe beauteous climes to find,
Nor led thofe tygers forth to curfe mankind.
Then had the tribes, beneath thefe bounteous fkies,
Seen their walls widen and their {pires arife ;
Down the long tral&s of time their glory fhone,
Broad as the day and lafting as the fun:
The growing realms, beneath thy fhield that reft,
O haplefs monarch, ftill thy power had bleft,
Enjoy’d the pleafures that furround thy throne,
Survey’d thy virtues and fublimed their own.
Forgive me, prince; this impious arm hath led
The unfeen ftorm tkat blackens o’er thy head ;
Taught the dark fons of laughter where to roam,
To feize thy crown and {eal thy nation’s doom.
Arm, fleeping empire, meet the daring band,
Drive back the terrors, fave the finking land——
Yert vain the firife ! behold the fweeping flood !
Forgive me narture, and forgive me God.

Thus, from his heart, while fpeaking forrows roll,
The Power, reproving, footh’d his tender foul.
Father of this new world, thy tears give o'er,

Let virtue grieve and Heaven be blamad no more.
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Enough for man, with perfevering mind,

To a& his part and ftrive to blefs his kind ;
Enough for thee, o’er thy dark age torife,
With genius warin’d, and favour’d of the fkies.
For this my guardian care thy youth infpired,
To virtue raifed thee, and with glory fired,
Bade in thy plan each diftant world unite,

And wing’d thy ftreamer for the adventurous flight.

Nor think no bleflings fhall thy toils attend,
Or thefe fell tyrants can defeat their end.
Such impious deeds, in Heaven’s all-ruling plan,
Lead in difguife the nobleft blifs of man.

Long have thy race, to narrow fhores confined,

Trod the fame round that cramp’d the roving mind;

Now, borne on bolder wings, with happier flight,
The world’s broad bounds unfolding to the fight,
The mind fhall foar ; the nations catch the flame,
Enlarge their counfels and exténd their fame ;
While mutual ties the focial joys enhance,
And the laft ftage of civil rule advance.
Tho’ impious ruffians fpread their crimes abroad,
And o'er thefe empires pour the purple flood ;
Tis thus religious rage, its own dire bane,
Shall fall at laft, with all its millions flain,
And buried gold, drawn bounteous from the mine,
Give wings to commerce and the world refine.
Now to yon fouthern walls extend thy view,
And mark the rival feats of rich Peru,
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There Quito’s airy plains, exalted high,

With loftier temples rife along the fky ;

And elder Cufco’s richer roofs unfold,

Flame on the day and fhed their funs of gold.
Another range, in thefe delightful climes,

Spreads a broad theatre for unborn crimes.

Another Cortez fhall the treafures view,

The rage rekindle and the guilt renew ;

His treafon, fraud, and every dire decree,

O curft Pizarro, thall revive in thee.

herereigns a prince, whofe hand the fceptre claims,

Thro’ along lineage of imperial names ;
Where the brave roll of following Incas trace
The ditant father of their realm and race,
Immortal Capac. He in youthful pride,
With fair Oella, his illuftrious bride,
In virtuous guile, proclaim’d their birth begun,
From the pure {plendors of their God, the fun;
With power and dignity a throne to found,
Fix the mild fway and fpread their arts around ;
Crufh the dire Gods that human viétims claim,
And point all worfhip to a nobler name ;
W ith cheerful rites, the due devotions pay
To the bright beam, that gives the changing day.

On this fair plan, the children of the fkies
Bade, in thé wild, a growing empire rife ;
Beneath their hand, and facred to their fame,
Rofe yon fair walls, that meet the folar flame

I
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Succeeding fovereigns fpread their bounds afar,
By arts of peace and temper’d force of war ;
Tl thefe furrounding realms the fceptre own,
And grateful millions hail the genial fun.

Behold, in yon fair lake, a beauteous ifte,
Where fruits and flowers, in rich profufion fmite ;
High in the mid{t a facred temple rife,

Seat of the fun, and pillar of the fkies.

The roofs of burnifh’d gold, the blazing fpires
Light the glad heavens and lofe their upward fires ;
Fix'd in the flaming front, with living ray,

A diamond circlet gives the rival day;

In whofe bright face forever looks abroad

The radiant image of the beaming God.

Round the wide courts, and in the folemn dome,
A white-robed train of holy virgins bloom ;
Their pious hands the facred rites require,

To grace the offerings, and preferve the fire.

On this bleft ifle, with flowery garlands crown’d,
That ancient pair, in charms of youth, were found,

Whofe union’d fouls the mighty plan defign’d,
To blefs the nations* and reform mankind.

* From the traditionsof Capac and Oella, mentioned by the
Spanith hiftorians, they appear to have been very great and diftin-
guithed charaers. About three centuries previous to the difcov-
ery of that country by the Spaniards, the natives of Peru were as
rude favages as any in America. They had no fixed habitations,
no ideas of permanent property ; they wandered naked like the
beafts, and, like them, depended on the events of each day fora
ﬁecarious fubfiftence. At this period, Manco Capac and his wife

ama Oella appeared on a fmall ifland in the lake Titiaca ; near
which the city of Cufco was afterwards ere&ted. Thefe perfons, in
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The hero heard, and thus the Power befought ;
Whatarts unknown the wonderous bleflings wrought ?
What human {kill, in that benighted age,

In favage fouls could quell the barbarous rage ?

With leagues of peace combine the wide domain 2
And teach the virtues in their laws to reign ?

order to eftablifh a belief of their divinity, in the minds of the peo-
ple, were clothed in white garments of catton ; and declared them-
felves defcended from the Sun, who was their father and the God
of that country. They affirmed that he was offended at their cruel
and perpetual wars, their barbarous modes of worfhip, and their
neglefting to make the beft ufe of the bleflings he was conftantly
beftowing, in fertilizing the earth and producing vegetation ; that
he pitied their wretched ftate, and had fent his own children to in-
ftrut them, and to eftablith a number of wife regulations, by which
they might be rendered happy.

By fome extraordinary method of perfuafion, thefe perfons drew
together a number of the favage tribes, laid the foundations of the
city of Cufco, and eftablithed what was called the kingdom of
the Sun, orthe Peruvian empire. In the reign of Manco Capac,
the dominion was extended about eight leagues from the city;
and at the end of three centuries, it was eftablithed fiftezn hundred
miles on the coaft of the Pacific ocean ; and from that ocean to the
mountains of the Andes. During this period, through a fuccefiion
of twelve monarchs, the original conftitution, eftablithed by the firft
Inca, remained unaltered ; and was at laft overturned by an acci-
dent, which no human wifdom could forefee or prevent.

For a more particular difquifition on the charaéter and inftitu-
tions of this great Legiflator, the Reader is referred to a diflertation
prefixed to the third Book.

Mama Oella is faid to have invented many of the domeftic arts,
particularly that of making garments of cotton and other vegetable
fubftances.

In the paflage preceding this reference, I have alluded to moft
of the traditious, relating to the manner of their introducing them-
felves, and eftablifhing their dominion. In the remainder of the
{fecond, and through the whole of the third Book, I have given what
may be fuppofed a probable narrative of their rezl origin and con-
dut. I have thrown the epifode into an epic form, and given it
fo confiderable a place in the Poem, for the purpofe of exhibiting
in afltion the chara@ers, manners and {entiments of the different
tribes of favages, that inhabit the mountains of South-America,
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Tong is their ftory, {2id the Power divine,

Thelabours great and glorious the defign ;

And tho’ to earthly minds, their a&tions reft,

By years obfcured, in flowery fittion dreft,

Yet my glad voice thall wake their honour’d name,
And give their virtues to immortal fame.

Led by his father’s wars, in early prime,
Young Capac wander’d from a northern clime;
Along thefe fhores, with livelier verdure gay,
Thro’ fertile vales, the adventurous armies ftray.
He faw the tribes unnumber’d range the plain,
And rival chiefs, by rage and flaughter, reign ;

In revicwing this part of my fubje@, I have to lament, that fo
extrzordinary and meritorious a Poem, as the Araucana of don
Alonfo de Ercilla, of the fixteenth century, has never yet appeared
in our language. The account given of tirat work by Voltaire ex-
cited my curiofity at an early day ; as I conceived the manners and
charalters of the mountain favages of Chile, as defcribed by that
Lercic Spaniard, muft have opened a new field of Poetry, rich with
uncommaon ornaments.

That elegant and concife fketch of it lately given to the pub-
lic by Mr. Hayley, has come into my hands, fince I have been
writing thefe netes, and but a few days previous to the Poem’s being
put 1o the prefs. Yet it gives me reafon to hope, with every
iriend of literature, that the whole of that great work will ere long
be prefented to the Englith Reader by the fame hand,

It is ufually prefumed, that every Author muft have read all that
have gone before him, at lealt on fubjeéts fimilar to what he at-
tempts ; yet the Lufiad of Camoens, a Poem of great merit on the
expedition of Gama, I had fought for in vain in different parts of
America, and even fent to Europe without being able to obtain it ;
till, a few davs fince, it came to hand in the majeftic and {piritcd
tranflation of Mr. Mickle. The extenfive and fublime objeéts
epened to our view in a work which celebrates the difcovery of one
part of the globe, may well be thought weorthy the contemplation of
a writer, who endeavours to trace the confequences of a fimilar
eventin another. Ofthis I was before fenfible ; but thefe are not
the only difadvantages that an Author, in a new country, and in
moderate circumitances, muft have to encounter.

B O O K IL. 69

He faw the fires their dreadful Gods adore,
Their altars ftaining with their children’s gore ;
Yet mark’d their reverence for the Sun, whofe beam
Proclaims his bounties and his power fupreme ;
Who fails in happier fkies, diffufing good,
Demands no victim and receives no blood.

In peace returning with his conquering fire,
Fair glory’s charms his youthful foul infpire ;
With virtue warm’d, he fix’d the generous plan,
To build his greatnels on the blifs of man.

By nature formed to daring deeds of fame,
Tall, bold and beauteous rofe his ftately frame;
Strong moved his limbs, a mild majeftic grace
Beam’d from his eyes and open’d in his face ;
O’er the dark world his mind fuperior fhone,
And, foaring, feem’d the femblance of the fun.
Now fame’s prophetic vifions lift his eyes,

And future empires from his labours rife;

Yer fofter fires his daring views controul,

Sway the warm with and fill the changing foul.
Shall the bright genius, kindled from above,
Bend to the milder, gentler voice of love;
That bounds his glories, and forbids to part
From that calm bower, that held his glowing heart ?
Or fhall the toils, imperial heroes claim,

Fire his bold bofom with a patriot flame?

Bid fceptres wait him on the diftant fhore?
And bleft Oclla meet his eyes no more ?
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Retiring penfive, near the wonted fhade,
His unfeen fteps approach the beauteous maid.
Her raven-locks roll on her heaving breaft,
And wave luxuriant round her flender waift,
Gay wreaths of flowers her lovely brows adorn,
And her white raiment mocks the pride of morn.
Her bufy hand fuftains a bending bough,
Where woolly clufters fpread their robes of fnow,
From opening pods, unbinds the fleecy ftore,
And culls her labours for the evening bower.
Her {prightly foul, by deep invention led,
Had found the fkill to turn the twifting thread,
To f{pread the woof, the fhuttle to command,
Till various garments graced her forming hand.
Here, while her thoughts with her own Capac rove,
O’er former {cenes of innocence and love,
Through many a field his fancied dangers fhare,
And wait him glorious from the diftant war ;
Bleft with the ardent wifh, her glowing mind
A {nowy vefture for the prince defign’d ;
She feeks the pureft wool, to web the fleece,
The facred emblem of returning peace.
Sudden his near approach her breaft alarms;
He flew enraptured to her yielding arms,
And loft, diffolving in a fofter flame,
The diftant empire and the fire of fame.
At length, retiring o’er the homeward field,
Their mutual minds to happy converfe yield,
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O’er various {cenes of blifsful life they ran,
When thus the warrior to the fair began.

Joy of my life, thou know’ft my roving mind,
With thefe grim tribes, in dark abodes, confined,
With grief hath mark’d what vengeful paffions fway
The bickering bands, and fweep the race away.
Where late my diftant fteps the war purfued,
The fertile plains grew boundlefs as I view’d ;
Increafing nations trod the waving wild,

And joyous nature more delightful fmiled.

No changing feafons there the flowers deform,
Ne¢ dread volcano, and no mountain ftorm;
Rains ne’er invade, nor livid lightnings play,
Nor clouds obfcure the radiant Power of day.
But, while the God, in ceafelefs glory bright,
Rolls o’er the day and fires his ftars by night,
Unbounded fulnefs flows beneath his reign,

Seas yield their treafures, fruits adorn the plain;
Warm’d by his beam, their mountains pour the flood,
And the cool breezes wake beneath the God.
My anxious thoughts indulge the great defign,
To form thofe nations to a fway divine ;
Deftroy the rights of every dreadful Power,
Whofe ctimfon altars glow with human gore ;
To laws and mildnefs teach the realms to yield,
And nebler fruits to grace the cultured field.

But great, my charmer, is the tafk of fame,
The countlefs tribes to temper and to tame.
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Full many a fpacious wild my foul muft fee,

Spread dreary bounds between my joys and me ;

And yon bright Godhead circle many a year;

Each lonely evening number’d with a tear.

Long robes of white* my fhoulders muft embrace,

To fpeak my lineage of etherial race ;

That wondering tribes may tremble, and obey

The radiant offspring of the Powerof day.  [creafe,
And when thro’ cultured fields their bowers en-

And ftreams and plains furvey the works of peace,

When thefe glad hands the rod of nations claim,

And hzppy miilions blefs thy Capac’s name,

Then thall he feign a journey to the Sun,

To bring the partner of the peaceful throne ;

So fhall defcending kings the line fuftain,

And unborn ages bloom beneath their reign.
Wil then my fair, in that delightful hour,

Forfake thefe wilds and hail a happier bower ?

And now confenting, with approving fmiles,

Bid the young warrior tempt the daring toils ?

And, (weetly patient, wait the flight of days,

That crown our labours with immortal praife ?
Silent the fair one heard ; her moiftening eye

‘Sgoke the full foul, nor could her voice reply ;

* As the art of {pinning is fzid to have been invented by Oella ;
it is no improbable fiction, to fuppofe they firft aflumed thefe white
garments of cotton, as an emblem of the fun ; in order to infpire
that reverence for their perfons which was neceflary to their fuccefs ;
and that fuch a drefs fhould be continued in the family, asa badge
of royalty,
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Till fofter accents footh’d her liftening ear,

Compofed her tumult and allay’d her fear.

Think not, enchanting maid, my fteps would part,

While filent forrows heave that tender heart :

More dear to me are bleft Oclla’s joys,

Than all the lands that bound the bending fkies ;

Nor thou, bright Sun, fhould’ft bribe my foul to reft,

And leave one ftruggle in her lovely breaft.

Yet think in thofe vaft climes, my gentle fair,

‘What haplefs millions claim our guardian care ;

How age to age leads on the dreadful gloom,

And rage and flaughter croud the untimely tomb ;

No focial joys their wayward paffions prove,

Nor peace nor pleafure treads the favage grove ;

Mid thoufand heroes and a thoufand fair,

No fond Oella meets her Capac there.

Yet, taught by thee each nobler joy to prize,

With fofter charms the virgin race fhall rife,

Awake new virtues, every grace improve,

And form their minds for happinefs and love.
Behold, where future years, in pomp, defcend,

How worlds and ages on thy voice depend !

And, like the Sun, whofe all-delighting ray

O’er thofe mild borders fheds fereneft day,

Diffufe thy bounties, give my fteps to rove,

A few fhort months the noble tafk to prove,

And, fwift return’d from glorious toils, declare

What realms fubmiflive wait our foftering care.

K
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And will my prince, my Capac, borne away,
Thro’ thofe dark wilds, in queft of empire, ftray ?
Where tygers fierce command the howling wood,
And men like tygers thirft for human blood.
Think’ft thou no dangerous deed the courfe attends ?
Alone, unaided by thy fire and fiiends ?

Even chains and death may meet my rover there,
Nor his laft groan could reach Oella’s ear.

But chains, nor death, nor groans fhall Capac prove,
Unknown to her, while fhe has power to rove.
Clofe by thy fide where’er thy wanderings ftray,
My equal fteps fhall meafure all the way ;

With borrow’d foul each dire event I’ll dare,

Thy toils to leflen and thy dangers fhare.

Command, bleft chief, fince virtue bids thee go
To rule the realms and banith human woe,
Command thefe hands two fnowy robes to weave,
The Sun to mimic and the tribes deceive ;

Then let us range, and fpread the peaceful fway,
The radiant children of the Power of day.

Thelovely counfel pleafed. The fmiling chief
Approved her courage and difpel’d her grief ;

Then to the diftant bower in hafte they move,
Begin their labours and prepare to rove.

Soon grow the robes beneath her forming care,
And the fond parents wed the noble pair ;

But, whelm’d in grief, beheld, theapproaching dawn,
Their joys all vanith'd, and their children gone.
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Nine changing days, thro’ fouthern wilds, they ftray’d,
Now wrapp’d in glooms, now gleaming thro’ the
‘Till the tenth morning, withan orient fmule, [glade,
Beheld them blooming in the happy ifle.

The toil begins; to every neighbouring band,
They fpeak the meflage and their faith demand ;
With various art fuperior powers difplay,

T o prove their lineage and confirm their {way.

The aftonith’d tribes behold with glad furprize,

The Gods defcended from the favouring fkies ;
Adore their perfons, robed in fhining white,
Receive their laws and leave each horrid rite;

Build with affifting toil, the golden throne,

And hail and blefs the fceptre of the Sun.



A DISSERTATION
O~ THE GENIUS anp INSTITUTIONS or
MANCO CAPAC.

A LTHOU GH the original inhabitants of A-
merica in general deferve to be claffed among the
moft unimproved favages that have ever been difco-
vered ; yet the Mexican and Peruvian governments
exhibit remarkable inftances of order and regularity.
In the difference of national charalter between thefe
two empires, we may difcern the influence of political
fyftems on the human mind ; and infer the import-
ance of the tafk which a legiflator undertakes, in at-
tempting to reduce a barbarous people under the con-
troul of government and laws. The Mexican con-
ftitution was formed to render its fubjects brave and
powerful ; but, while it fucceeded in this obje&, it
tended to remove them farther from the real bleflings
of fociety, than they were, while in the rudeft ftate of
nature. The hiftory of the world affords no inftance
of men whofe manners were equally ferocious, and
whofe fuperftition was more bloody and unrelenting.
On the contrary, the eftablifhments of Manco Capac
carry the marks of a moft benevolent and pacific
{yftem ; they tended to humanize the world and ren-
der his people happy ; while his ideas of the Deity
were fo perfect, as to bear a comparifon with the en-
lightened doétrines of Socrates or Plato.

Tue moft diftinguithed charadters in hiftory,
who have been confidered as legiflators among bar-
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barous nations, are Mofes, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa,
Mahomet and Peter of Ruffia. Of thefe, only the
two former and the two latter appear really to deferve
that charaéter. Solon and Numa poffefled not the
means nor the opportunity of fhewing their talents in
the bufinefs of original legiflation. Athens and Rome
were confiderably advanced in civilizatior, before thefe
characters arofe. The moft they could do was to
corre&t and amend conftitutions already formed. So-
lon, in particular, may be confidered as a wife politi-
cian ; but by no means as the founder of a nation.
The Athenians were too far advanced in fociety to
admit any radical alteration in their form of govern-
ment; if indeed any form can be faid to exift, where
every thing is~ left to the controul of a capricious
multitcude.  The infticutions of Numa were more ef-
fective and durable ; his religious ceremonies were,
for many ages, the moft powerful check upon the li-
centious and turbulent Romans. By inculcating a
remarkable reverence for the Gods, and making it ne-
ceflary to confult the Aufpices, when any thing im-
portant was to be tranfacted, he rendered the popular
fuperftition fubfervient to the views of policy, and
gave the fenate a fteady check upon the extravagance
of the plebeans. But the conftitutions of Rome and
Athens, however the {fubje&t of fo much injudicious
applaufe, were never fixed upon any permanent prin-
ciples ; though the wifdom of fome of their rulers,
and the fpirit of liberty that infpired the people, juftly
demand our admiration.

EacH of the other legiflators above mentioned de-
ferves a particular confideration ; as acting in ftations
fomewhat fimilar to that of the Peruvian lawgiver.
Three objects are to be attended to, by the legiflator
of a barbarous people.  Firf, that his fyftem be fuch
as is capable of reducing the greateft number of men
under one jurifdiction. ~ Secondly, that itapply to fuch
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principlesin human nature for its fupport, asare uni-
verfal and permanent; 1n or‘der to enfure th:_:du?xt;:lon
of the government.  Thirdl, that it admit o 1My
provements correfpondent to any advancement in
knowledge or variation of circumftances, th‘at may
happen to its fubjedts ; without endangering tnté pn;:—
ciple of government, by fuch innovations. So far
therefore as the fyitems of thofe legillators agree wita
thefe fundamental principles, they are worthy of ref-
pet ; and fo far as they deviate, they may be confi-
dered as defetive and imperfect.

To begin with Mofes and Lycurgus it is {]C‘Ceﬁun{}
in the firft place to obferve, that, in order to judge ©
the merit of any inftitutions, we muit take into view
the peculiar character of the people for whom ghey
were framed. For wantof this attention, many of the
Jaws of Mofes have been ridiculed by ignorant fcep-
tics, and many eftablifhments Qf Lycurgus cgnfulieg
by as ignorant_politicians. The Jews, who‘?'.c_:;:e’ \CT
by Mofes out of Egypt, were not only uncivilized,
but, having jult rifen to independence from a ftate ot
{ervitude, they united .thc Mmanners qf '.crvantsr a:nd
favages ; and their national ch_u.ra:“tcr isa cmn;_w‘a_ipon
of fervility and contumacy, Ignorance, fupc;im}o?,
filthinefs and cruelty. Of their cruelry asa people we
need no other proof than the account o !.ih::r‘ ax;en;:;ers
of blood, and the readinefs with which the w-.mo.c! co::—
gregation turned executioners and ftoned to dc:z:.x. the
devoted offenders.  The Leproly, a difeale now w hol-
ly unknown, was undoubtedly produced by th-:_‘u; 10~
tal want of cleanlinefs, continuc for fucceflive gencra-
tions. In this view the frequent ablutions, the pecu-
liar modes of trial, and many other inftitutions may be
whollv vindicated from ridicule, and _prm‘cd to be no:
only wile, but even neceffary regulations.

. Sray ni-a!
Tz Spartan lawgiver has been equally cenfured
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for the toleration of theft and adultery. Among that
race of Barbarians, thefe crimes were too general to
admit of total prevention or univerfal punifbment. By
vefting all property in the community, inftead of encou-
raging thefr, he removed the poffibility of the crime
and, in a nation where licentioufnefs was generally in-
dulged, it was a great ftep towards introducing a purity
of manners, to punifh adultery in all cafes, wherein the
crime was not committed by the free confent of all
parties injured or interefted.

THosE conftitutions of government are beft calcu-
lated for immediate energy and duration, which are
interwoven with fome religious {yftem. The legifla-
tor, who appears in the charaéer of an infpired perfon,
renders his political inftitutions facred, and interefts,
the confcience as well as the judgement in their fup-
port. ‘The Jewifh lawgiver had this advantage over
the Spartan. Heappeared not in the charatter of a
mere earthly governor, but as an interpreter of the
divine will. By injoininga religious obfervance of
certain rites, he formed his people to habitual obedi-
ence; by dire@ing their cruelty againft the breakers
of the laws, he at leaft mitigated the rancour of private
hatred ; by forbidding ufury, and directing that real
property thould return to the original families in the
year of Jubilee, he prevented too great an inequality
of property ; and by feleting a particular tribe, to be
the guardians and interpreters of religion, he prevent-
ed its myfteries from being the fubject of profane and
vulgar inveftigation. To fecure the permanency of
his inftitutions, he prohibited any intercourfe with
foreigners, by fevere reftrictions ; and formed his peo-
ple to habits and a chara&er difagreeable to other na-
tions; by which means any foreign intercourfe was
prevented, from the mutual hatred of both parties.

To thefe inftitutions the laws of Lycurgus bear 2
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moft ftriking refemblance. The features of his con-
ftitution were fevere and forbidding; it was however
calculated to infpire the moft enthufiatic love of li-
berty and martial honour. In no country was the
patriotic paffion more energetic than in Sparta; no
laws ever excluded the idea of feparate property in an
equal degree, or infpired a more thorough contempt
for the manners of other nations. The utter prohibi-
tion of money, commerce and almoft every thing de-
firable to effeminate nations; entirely excluded fo-
reigners from Sparta; and, while it infpired the people
with contempt for others, it rendered them agreeable
to each other. By thefe means, Lycurgus rendered
the nation powerful and warlike; and to infure the
duration of his government he endeavoured to interelt
the confciences of his people, by the aid of oracles, and
the oath he is faid to have exalted from them, to cbey
his laws till his return ; when he went into a volun-
tary and perpetual exile.

Frowum this view of the Jewifh and Spartan inftitu-
tions, applied to the principles above ftated, they ap-
pear, in the two firft articles, confiderably imperfect,
and in the laft, totally defective. Neither of them
was calculated to bring any confiderable territory or
number of men under one jurifdiction ; from this cir-
cumftance alone, they could not be rendered perma-
nent, as they muft be conftantly expofed to their more
powerful neighbours. But the third obje&t of legif-
lation, that of providing for the future progrefs of fo-
ciety, which, as it regards the happinefs of mankind,
is the moft important of the three, was in both inftan-
ces entirely neglected.  Thefe fyftemns appear to have
been formed with an exprefs defign to prevent all fu-
ture improvement in knowledge, or enlargement of
the human mind ; and to fix thofe nations forever in
a ftate of ignorance, fuperftition and barbarifim. To

L
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vindicate the Spartan from an imputation of weaknefs
or inattention in this particular, it may be urged that
he was furrounded by nations more powerful than his
own ; it was therefore impofiible for him to com-
mence an eftablifhment upon any other plan. And
Mofes muft be vindicated upon this idea, that the di-
vine moral law, which was defigned, at a future peri-
od, to regulate and harmonize the whole human race,
muit be preferved in that nation, which was te give
birth to the Saviour of mankind. Ifweallow him to
have had a prophetic knowledge of thefe events,

his inftitutions may be pronounced unexceptionable
in every part.

Teuz inftitutions of Mahomet, are next to be con-
fidered.  The firft object of legiflation appears to
have been better under{tood by the Arabian Prophet,
than by either of the preceding fages ; his jurifdic-
tion was capable of being enlarged to any extent of
teiritory, and governing any number of nations, that
might be fubjugated by his powerful and enthufiaftic
armies ; and to obtain thisobject his fyftem of reli-
gion was admirably calculated. Like Mofes, he con-
vinced his people that he acted as the vicegerent of
Heaven ; butwith this capital advantage, adapting
his religion to the natural feelings and propenfities of
mankind, he multiplied his followers, by the allure-
ments of pleafure and the promife of a fenfual para-
dife. Thefe circumftances were likewife fure to ren-
der his conftitution permanent. His religious fyftem
was {o eafy to be underftood, fo fplendid and fo 1nvit-
ing, there could be no danger that the people would
lofe fight of its principles, and no neceffity of future
prophets, to explain the doétrines, or reform the na-
tion. To thefe advantages if we add the exa& and
rigid military difcipline, the fplender and facrednefs
of the monarch, and that total ignorance of the people,
which fuch a fyftem will produce and perpetuate, the
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eftablithment muft be evidently well calculated for
extent and duration. But the laft and moft import-
antend of government, that of mental improvement
and focial happinefs, was depiorably loft in the infti-
tution. And there was probably more learning and
real genius in Arabia, in the days of this extraordina-
rv charaéter, than can now be found in all the Turk-
ith dominions.

Ox the contrary, the enterprifing genius of the
Ruflian monarch appears to have beenwholly benton
the arts of ¢ivilization, and the improvement of fociety
among his fubje@s. Happy in a legal tide to a
throne which already cornmanded a prodigious extent
of country, he found that the firlt object of govern-
ment was already fecured ; and by applying “himfelf
with great fagacity and perleverance, to the third ob-

je, he was fure that the fecond would bea neceffary

and invariadle confequence. He effected his purpo-
{es, important as they were, merely by the introduc-
tion of the arts, and the encouragement of politer
manners. The greatnefs of his genius 2ppears not fo
much in his inftitutions, which he copied from other
nations, as in the extraordinary meafures he followed
to introduce them, the judgement he fhowed in felect-
ing and adapting them to the genius of his fubjects,
and his furprifing affiduity and fuccels, by which he
raifed a favage people to a dignified rank among Eu-
ropean nations. Ail his plans were formed to encou-
rage the future progrefs of fociety ; and their dura-
tion was enfured by their obvious value and 1mport-
ance. His fucceffors have followed his political mea-
fures, with great attention to the fame objedls; and
the prefent reigning emprefs has rendered herfelf not
unworthy of fo high and honourable a defcent.

To the genius and operation of the feveral forms
of government above mentioned, we will compare
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that of the Peruvian Lawgiver. It is probab

the favages of Peru, before the time of {Ejapac lfmt)}:raé
other o_ch&s of adoration, paid homage to tilc Sun

By availing himfelf of this popular fentiment, he ap.
peared, like Mofes and Mahomet, in the charatter of
a divine legiflator, endowed with fupernatural pow-
ers.  After imprefling thefe ideas ftrongly on the
minds of the people, drawing together a number of
the tribes and rendering them fubfervient to his be-
nevolent purpofes, he applied himfelf to forming the
outhneg of a plan of policy, capable of founding and
regulating an extenfiye empire ; wifely calculated for
perpetual duration ; and exprefsly defigned to im-
prove the knowledge, peace and happinefs of a confi-
derable portion of mankind.  In the apportionment
of thelands, and the affignment of real property, he
mvented a mode fomewhat refembling the Feudal
Syftem of Europe : yet this fyftem was wilely check-
ed in its operation, by a law fimilar to that of Mofes

which regulated landed pofiefMions in the year of _]uj
bilee. He divided the I[:z)mds into three parts; the
firft was confecrated to the ufes of religion, th:? fe-

cond fet apart for the Inca and his family, to enable ;

him to defray the expences of government and to ap-
pear in the ftyle of a monarch, the third, and mucl')h
the largeft portion, was allotted to the people; and
this allotment was repeated every year, and varied ac-

cording to the numberand exigencies of each family, -

D_A_s the Incan family appeared in the chara@er of
vinities, 1t was neceflary that a fubordination of
ranks fhould be eftablithed ; in order to render the
diftin¢tion between the monarch and his people more
per»'cepnble. With this view he created a band of
Nobles, who were diftinguithed by perfonal and here-
ditary honours.  Thefe were united to the monarch
by the ftrongeft ties of intereft; in peace they aéted
as Judges, and fuperintended the police of the empire,
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in war they commanded in the armies. 'The next
order of men were the refpectable peafantry of the
country, who compofed the principal firength of the
nation. Below thefe was a clafs of men, who were
the fervants of the public; who cultivated the public
lands. They poffefcd no property, and their only
fecurity depended on their regular induftry and peace-
able demeanour.  Above all thefe orders, were the
Inca and his family. He was poffeffed of ab-
folute and uncontroulable power ; his mandates
weie regarded as the word of Heaven, and the
double guilt of impiety and rebellion attended on
difobedience. To imprefs the urmoft veneration
for the Incan family, it was a fundamental prin-
ciple, that the royal blood fhould never be contami-
nated by any foreign alliance. The myfteries of re-
ligion were preferved facred by the high prieft of the
royal family, under the controul of the king; and
celebrated with rites, capaple of making the deepeft
impreffion on the multitude. The annual diftribu-
tion of the lands, while it provided for the varying
circumftances of each family, ftrengthened the bands
of fociety, by preventing the different orders from in-
terfering with each other ; the peafants could not vie
with their fuperiors, and the Nobles could not be
{ubjected by misfortune to a fubordinate ftation. A
conftant habit of induftry was inculcated upon all
ranks by the furprizing force of example and emula-
tion. The cultivaticn of the foil, which in moft other
countries is confidered as onc of the loweft employ-
ments, was here regarded as a divine art. Having
had no idea of it before, and being taught it by the
children of their God, the people viewed it as a facred
privilege, and confidered it as an honour, to imitate
and affift the Sun in opening rhe bofom of the earth
and producing vegetation. That the government
might be able to exercife the endearing acts of be-
nevolence, the produce of the public lands was re-
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ferved in magazines, to fupply the wants of the un-
fortunate, as a depofit for the people in times of gen-
eral fcarcity, and as arefource in cafe of an invalion.

Trese are the outlines of a government, the moft
fimple and energetic conccivable, and capable of re-
ducing the greateft number of men under one jurif-
dicion ; atthe fame time, accommodating its principle
of ation to every ftate of fociety, and every ftage of
improvement, by a fingular and happy application to
the paflions of the human mind, it encouraged the ad-
vancement of knowledge, without being endangered
by fuccefs. That fuch a government has a fair
chance for perpetual duration is evident from this
confideration, that a band of Nobles are ever the firm
fupporters of regal authority ; unlefs the monarch is
fo limited in his power, that the Nobles defpife hisin-
fluence. This could not be the cafe in Peru ; the
Nobles were juftly proud of their elevated ftation,
though they could have no ambition to controul the
Inca. They were fenfible that their intereft was con-
nected with that of the monarch ; and, fuppofing the
influence of religion to be out of the queftion, they
would not attempt to deftroy an inftitution on which
their happinefs depended. A check equally effective
was, by the conftitution of human nature, impofed on
the Inca. Elevated above the competition and rival-
thip which corrode and torment the bofows of the
great, he could have no ambition to gratify and no
motive to induce him to an improper exercife of arbi-
trary power.

In the traits of chara&er which diftinguifh this
iaftitution, we may difcern all the great ftrokes of
each of the legiflators above mentioned. The pre-
tenfions of Capac to divine authority were as artfully
contrived and as effe¢tual in their confequences, as
thofe of Mahomet; his exploding the wortfhip of evil
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beings and objes of terror, forbidding human facri-
fices, inculcating more rational ideas of the Deity,
and accommodating the rites of worfhip to a God of
juftice and benevolence, produced a greater change in
the national charaéter of his people, than any of the
laws of Mofes : Like Peter, he provided for the fu-
turc improvement of fociety ; while his ations were
never mealured upon the fmall and contrated {cale,
which limited the genius of Lycurgus.

Tavus far we find the political {fyftem of Capac at
leaflt equal to thofe of the moft celebrated ancient or
modern lawgivers. But in one particular his charac-
ter is placed beyond all comparifon ; I mean for his
religious inftitutions, and the juft ideas he had formed,
by the unenlightened efforts of human wifdom, of the
nature and attributes of the Deity.

Anxp here 1 fhall premife, that idolatrous nations
have never been guilty of thofe glaring abfurdities
with which they are ufually charged by the chriftian
world. The Perfian or Peruvian, when he direted
his adoration to the Sun, confidered it as.the place of
refidence for the unknown Deity, whom he wor-
thipped, and who communicated from thence the
bleflings of light, warmth and vegetation ; the Greek,
who bowed at the ftatue of Jupiter, fuppofed it ani-
mated with the prefence of his God ; the Egyptian
Apis, Ifis and Orus, the calf, the leek and the onion,
though the theme of univerfal ridicule to other nations,
were, in their firft confecration, like the Jewifh Cheru-
bim, fymbolical reprefentations of the nature and attri-
butes of their Deities. No man ever erected a ftock
or a ftone for a real objec of worfhip; but all igno-
rant nations have paid their adoration before the fym-
bol of the Deity, in fome fhape or other, and directed
their homage to the place of his fuppofed refidence.
Even among enlightened nations, we find many traces
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of the fame ideas; the Papift bows to the Piture and
the Crucifix ; and the Methodift rolls up his eyes in
prayer tothe Sky. Perhaps unaffifted wifdom can rife
no higher ; andthe reafon why idol worthip was forbid-
den in the divine law, was not becaufe of the erroneous
ideas of the original inftitutors, but becaufe the views
of the vulgar, in procefs of rime, are apt to ftop fhort
at the intermediate objet, and to lofe fight of the orig-
inal invifible Effence. But the great crime of idola-
trous nations confifted in their afcribing to the Deity
the paffions and attributes of the Devil, and in the
horrid and murtherous rites of their worthip. Man-
kind are more inclined to confider the Deity as a God
of vengeance than a God of mercy. Even among
chriftians moft perfons afcribe affli¢tions to the hand
of Heaven and profperity to their own merit and
prudence. This principle operates in its full effect
among favages. They vfuvally form no idea of a gen-
eral fuperintending Providence ; they confider not
the Deity as the author of their beings, the Creator of
the world and the difpenfer of the happinefs they en-

joy ; they difcern him not in the ufual courfe of nature,
in the funfhine and in the fhower, the produétions of
the earth and the blefling of fociety ; they find a Dei-
ty only in the ftorm, the earthquake and the whirl-
wind ; or afcribe to him the evils of peftilence and fa-
mine ; they confider him as interpofing in wrath to
change the courle of nature, and exercifing the attri-

butes of rage and revenge.  They adore him with

rites {uited tothefe attributes, with horror, with pe-
nance and with facrifice ; they imagine him pleafed

with the feverity of their mortifications, with the ob-

lations of blood and the cries of human viétims ; and

hope to compound for greater judgements, by volun-

tary fufferings and horrid facrifices, fuited to the re-

lith of his tafte.

Peruapsno fingle criterion can be given, which

i
.i
i
4

A DISSERTATION, 89

will determine more accurately the ftate of fociety
in any age or nation, than their general ideas eoncern-
ing the nature and attributes of the Deity. In the
moft enlightened periods of antiquity, only a very few
of their wifeft Philofophers, a Socrates, a Tully, ora
Confucius, ever formed a juft idea on the {ubjed, or
defcribed the Deity as a God of purity, juftice and be-
nevolence. Can any thing then be more aftonifhing
than to view a {avage native of the fouthern wilds of
America, rifing in an age, void of every trace of learn-
ing or refinement, and acquiring by the mere efforts of
reafon, a fublime and rational idea of the Parent of
the univerfe!

HE taught the nation to confider him as the God
of order and regularity ; afcribing to his infuence the
rotation of the feafons, the productions of the earth
and the bleflings of health , efpecially atributing to
his infpiration the wifdom of their laws and thar hap-
py conftitution, which was the delight and veneration
of the people.

Trese humane ideas of religion had a fenfible ope-
ration upon the manners of the nation. They never
began an offenfive war with their favage neighbours ;
and, whenever their country was invaded, they made
war, not to extirpate, but to civilize. The conquered
tribes and thofe taken captive were adopred into the
nation ; and, by blending with the conquerors, forgot
their former rage and ferociry.

A svsTeM fo jult and benevolent, as might be ex-
peéted, was attended with fuceels. In about three
hundred years, the dominions of the Incashad ex-
tended fifteen hundred miles in length, and had in-
troduced peace and profperity thfough the whole re-

M
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gion. The arts of fociety had been carried to a con-
fiderable degree of improvement, and the authority of
the Incan‘race univerfally acknowledged ; when an e-
vent happened, that difturbed the tranquility of the
empire. Huana Capac, the twelfth monarch, had
reduced the powerful kingdom of Quito, and annexed
it to his empire. To conciliate the affections of his
new fubjets, he married a daughter of the ancient
king of Quito. Thus, by violating a fundamental law
of the Incas, he left at his death a difputed fucceffion
to the throne. Atabalipa, the fon of Huana by the
heirefs of Quito, being in pefleflion of the principal
force of the Peruvian armies, which was left at that
place on the death of his fatler, gave battle to his
brother Huafcar, who was the elder fon of Huana by
a lawful wife, and legal heir to the crown. After a
long and deftructive civil war, the former was victori-
ous; and thus was that flourithing and happy king-
dom left a prey to civil diffentions, and to the few
foldiers of Pizarro, who happened at that junéture to
make a difcent upon their coaft. Thus he effeted an
ealy conqueft and an utter deftruction of that unfor-
tunate people. Itis however extremely obvious, that
this deplorable event is not to be charged on Capac,
as the confequence of any defect in his inftitution. It
is impoffible that any original legiflator fhould effetu-
ally guard againft the folly of a futute fovereign.
Capac had not only removed every temptation that
could induce a wife prince to with for a change in the
conftitution, but had conneéted the ruin of his author-
ity with the change ; for he, who difregards any part
of inftitutions deemed facred, teaches his people to
confider the whole as an impofture. Had he made
a law ordaining that the Peruvians thould be abfolved
from their allegiance to a prince, who fhould violate
the laws ; it would evidently have implied pofiible er-
ror and imperfection in thofe perfons whom the people
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were ordered to regard as Divinities : the reverence
due to charafters who made fuch high pretenfions,
would have been weakened ; and, inftead of rendering
the conftitution perfe@, fuch a law would have been
its greateft defect. Beiides, it is probable the rupture
might have been healed, and the fucceffion fettled,
with as little difficulty as frequently happens with
partial revolutions in ether kingdoins ; had not the de-
fcent of the Spaniards prevented. And this event to
a man in that age and country, was totally beyond the
poffibility of human forefight. But viewing the con-
currence of thefe fatal accidents, which reduced this
flourif\ing empire to a level with many other ruined
and departed kingdoms, it only praves that no human
fyftem has the privilege to be perfett.

On the whole, it is evident, that the {yftem of Ca-
pac is the moft furprizing exertion of human genius
to be found in the hiftory of mankind, When we
confider him as an individual emerging from the midft
of a barbarous people, having feen no pofible exam-
ple of the operation of laws in any country, originat-
ing a plan of religionand policy never equalled by the
fages of antiquity, civilizing an extenfive empire, and
rendering religion and government fubfervient to the
general happinefs of mankind, there is no danger that
we grow too warm in his praife, or pronounce too
high an eulogium on his chara¢ter. Had fuch a ge-
nius appeared in Greece or Rome, he had been the
fubject of univerfal admiration ; had he arifen in the
favourite land of Turkey, his praifes had filled a
thoufand pages in the diffuiive writings of Voltaire.



